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STATE BUDGET 2010–11 — BUDGET DECISIONS CUT-OFF DATE 

129. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Treasurer: 

To ensure any credibility can be attributed to the Treasurer’s second budget, unlike his first, which was 
consumed with black holes even before it was officially announced, I ask — 

(1) What is the cut-off date for budget decisions for the 2010–11 state budget? 

(2) Can the Treasurer guarantee that no cabinet decisions will involve large commitments of money before 
the beginning of the new financial year to ensure the integrity of the 2010–11 budget? 

(3) Can the Treasurer guarantee that the 2010–11 budget will in all relevant matters be reconciled 
consistent with the commonwealth government budget brought down on 11 May?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(1)–(3) Tomorrow is the budget cut-off day—it is a very exciting time for us all! I will let members know the 
exact time that that will happen, but it will be tomorrow morning, before Parliament resumes.  

In response to the member’s other questions: I think the budget we handed down in May last year will 
stand in and of itself.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: When the budget was handed down, the government said it was going to do two things—
protect jobs, and help to support the Western Australian economy. What has the government done? It has 
protected jobs and—let me think—supported the Western Australian economy! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I do not want to talk about it too much, because, heaven knows, I could get a question 
about it later, so I will move on to the next part of my answer.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The opposition can talk the state’s economy down and cheer when a person loses his or 
her job or a business shuts. We do not do that!  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: The questions were very specific, Treasurer. Are you going to answer them? Are you able to 
answer them?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: We support the Western Australian economy and Western Australian jobs. We did it 
through the budget last year, and we will do it through the budget to be handed down in four weeks’ time. 

The last little bit of the member’s question was about whether the state budget will fully reconcile with the 
commonwealth budget.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: What about the middle bit of the question? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The Premier has a good relationship with Prime Minister Kevin Rudd. We do not have to 
put in freedom of information requests to get stuff off him! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Is it good any more? Is it still good? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: We do not have to submit freedom of information requests to the Prime Minister’s office 
to find out what he thinks; the opposition does! We just ring him up! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: And sometimes he rings us up, and sometimes, when he gets really excited — 

Point of Order 
Mr B.S. WYATT: My question had three very specific parts. I do not recall asking any questions about FOI 
applications, and I ask that you draw the attention of the Treasurer to the questions that I put to him. 

The SPEAKER: Treasurer. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Thank you, Mr Speaker; I was merely reflecting on the last part of the member’s 
question. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: What about part (2)? 
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The last part of the member’s question asked whether the state budget would fully 
reconcile with that of the commonwealth. I was about to say this: as good a working relationship as we have with 
the commonwealth, and as often as the Prime Minister and the federal Treasurer jet to Perth to talk to us, they do 
not always tell us exactly what will be in the budget.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: We are hopeful that the commonwealth budget will include some positive announcements 
for this state’s economy. Will we have been fully apprised of that by tomorrow’s budget cut-off date? Let me 
think—no, we will not have been. We will deal with those matters as they arise. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Maybe the opposition’s freedom of information requests to the commonwealth will give it 
that information, but I suspect not.  

The budget will be handed down in four weeks’ time and it will be a very exciting day for Western Australia. As 
we did last year, we will be focusing on doing a lot of things, but we will be looking after the Western Australian 
economy and we will be looking after Western Australian jobs. 
 


